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Science
Elimination

  Learning Targets

1.	 Explain why the process of elimination is more effective than searching for one 
correct answer.

2.	 Use strategies specific to a subject test to improve elimination skills.
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Elimination	 Science Mini-Lesson 6

Instructions
Use the Elimination strategy to answer the following question.

Elimination

Some science questions are so wordy that they’re longer than the passage! Use this 
strategy to help make eliminations on the Science test:

1.	 Divide and conquer. Divide the answer choices into segments, or features, and think 
about each piece one at a time. If even one feature is incorrect, the whole choice is 
wrong.

1.	 Suppose a spring with a stiffness constant of 5 is used 
in an experiment. Based on Definition 1, how would 
the force exerted by this new spring when stretched a 
distance of 10 cm compare to a standard spring with a 
stiffness constant of 2 stretched the same distance?

A.	 The force exerted would be greater since x is the 
same and k is larger in the new spring.

B.	 The force exerted would be less since x is the same 
and k is less in the new spring.

C.	 The force exerted would be greater since x is larger 
and k is the same in the new spring.

D.	 The force exerted would be smaller since x is smaller 
and k is the same in the new spring. 

E A

-1

0

1

0 30 60 90 120

po
te

nt
ia

l  
  (

en
er

gy
) 

   
ki

ne
tic

time (sec)

max

max

max

max

0



Elimination (continued)	 Science Mini-Lesson 6
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Instructions
Use the Elimination strategy to answer the question.
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Lake Chichancanab (Pyrgophorus coronatus)
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Lake Punta Laguna (Pyrgophorus coronatus)
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Lake Punta Laguna (Cytheridella ilosvayi)

Figure 1




