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English
Guessing

  Learning Targets

1.	 Use the limitations of the ACT test format to improve the accuracy of guesses.

2.	 Apply statistically effective strategies when making a random guess.

3.	 Practice applying the Column Counting strategy.
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Guessing	 English Mini-Lesson 7

Instructions
Use the following Guessing strategies to answer the question below.

Guessing

On the English test, less is more. When you have to guess, use one of these strategies to 
improve accuracy:

1.	 When in doubt, commas out.

2.	 Start short.

In ancient Hindu religious texts, the myth, of 

the Vaitarna River is told.

1.	 A.	 NO CHANGE
	 B.	 the myth, of the Vaitarna River,

C.	 the myth of the Vaitarna River,
D.	 the myth of the Vaitarna River
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Instructions
Use Guessing strategies to answer the following question.

Inspecting it, he laughed and thanked me for 

the gift, looking it over.

2.	 F.	 NO CHANGE
	 G.	 gift, studying it intently.

H.	 gift, taking its details.
J.	 gift.
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Instructions
Use Guessing strategies to fill in the answer sheet.

Bubble Sheet Strategies

On the test, a wild guess is better than no guess at all. When you have to guess, use one of 
these strategies to improve accuracy:

1.	 Use statistics to your advantage. In the back half of the test, avoid the C/H column. 

2.	 Column count to even out. Try to get the same number of answers for each letter 
option by dropping random guesses into the emptiest column.

Test 1 - English
1.	 A B C D
2.	 F G H J
3.	 A B C D
4.	 F G H J
5.	 A B C D
6.	 F G H J
7.	 A B C D
8.	 F G H J
9.	 A B C D
10.	F G H J
11.	A B C D
12.	F G H J
13.	A B C D

14.	F G H J
15.	A B C D
16.	F G H J
17.	A B C D
18.	F G H J
19.	A B C D
20.	F G H J
21.	A B C D
22.	F G H J
23.	A B C D
24.	F G H J
25.	A B C D
26.	F G H J

27.	A B C D
28.	F G H J
29.	A B C D
30.	F G H J
31.	A B C D
32.	F G H J
33.	A B C D
34.	F G H J
35.	A B C D
36.	F G H J
37.	A B C D
38.	F G H J
39.	A B C D

40.	F G H J
41.	A B C D
42.	F G H J
43.	A B C D
44.	F G H J
45.	A B C D
46.	F G H J
47.	A B C D
48.	F G H J
49.	A B C D
50.	F G H J
51.	A B C D
52.	F G H J

53.	A B C D
54.	F G H J
55.	A B C D
56.	F G H J
57.	A B C D
58.	F G H J
59.	A B C D
60.	F G H J
61.	A B C D
62.	F G H J
63.	A B C D
64.	F G H J
65.	A B C D

66.	F G H J
67.	A B C D
68.	F G H J
69.	A B C D
70.	F G H J
71.	A B C D
72.	F G H J
73.	A B C D
74.	F G H J
75.	A B C D

Bubble Sheet Strategies

On the test, a wild guess is better than no guess at all. When you have to guess, use one of 
these strategies to improve accuracy:

1.	 Use statistics to your advantage. In the back half of the test, avoid the C/H column. 

2.	 Column count to even out. Try to get the same number of answers for each letter 
option by dropping random guesses into the emptiest column.

Test 1 - English
1.	 A B C D
2.	 F G H J
3.	 A B C D
4.	 F G H J
5.	 A B C D
6.	 F G H J
7.	 A B C D
8.	 F G H J
9.	 A B C D
10.	F G H J
11.	A B C D
12.	F G H J
13.	A B C D

14.	F G H J
15.	A B C D
16.	F G H J
17.	A B C D
18.	F G H J
19.	A B C D
20.	F G H J
21.	A B C D
22.	F G H J
23.	A B C D
24.	F G H J
25.	A B C D
26.	F G H J

27.	A B C D
28.	F G H J
29.	A B C D
30.	F G H J
31.	A B C D
32.	F G H J
33.	A B C D
34.	F G H J
35.	A B C D
36.	F G H J
37.	A B C D
38.	F G H J
39.	A B C D

40.	F G H J
41.	A B C D
42.	F G H J
43.	A B C D
44.	F G H J
45.	A B C D
46.	F G H J
47.	A B C D
48.	F G H J
49.	A B C D
50.	F G H J
51.	A B C D
52.	F G H J

53.	A B C D
54.	F G H J
55.	A B C D
56.	F G H J
57.	A B C D
58.	F G H J
59.	A B C D
60.	F G H J
61.	A B C D
62.	F G H J
63.	A B C D
64.	F G H J
65.	A B C D

66.	F G H J
67.	A B C D
68.	F G H J
69.	A B C D
70.	F G H J
71.	A B C D
72.	F G H J
73.	A B C D
74.	F G H J
75.	A B C D
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Instructions
Use Column Counting to fill in the remaining answers.

Test 1 - English
1.	 A B C D
2.	 F G H J
3.	 A B C D
4.	 F G H J
5.	 A B C D
6.	 F G H J
7.	 A B C D
8.	 F G H J
9.	 A B C D
10.	F G H J
11.	A B C D
12.	F G H J
13.	A B C D

14.	F G H J
15.	A B C D
16.	F G H J
17.	A B C D
18.	F G H J
19.	A B C D
20.	F G H J
21.	A B C D
22.	F G H J
23.	A B C D
24.	F G H J
25.	A B C D
26.	F G H J

27.	A B C D
28.	F G H J
29.	A B C D
30.	F G H J
31.	A B C D
32.	F G H J
33.	A B C D
34.	F G H J
35.	A B C D
36.	F G H J
37.	A B C D
38.	F G H J
39.	A B C D

40.	F G H J
41.	A B C D
42.	F G H J
43.	A B C D
44.	F G H J
45.	A B C D
46.	F G H J
47.	A B C D
48.	F G H J
49.	A B C D
50.	F G H J
51.	A B C D
52.	F G H J

53.	A B C D
54.	F G H J
55.	A B C D
56.	F G H J
57.	A B C D
58.	F G H J
59.	A B C D
60.	F G H J
61.	A B C D
62.	F G H J
63.	A B C D
64.	F G H J
65.	A B C D

66.	F G H J
67.	A B C D
68.	F G H J
69.	A B C D
70.	F G H J
71.	A B C D
72.	F G H J
73.	A B C D
74.	F G H J
75.	A B C D

Bubble Sheet Strategies

On the test, a wild guess is better than no guess at all. When you have to guess, use one of 
these strategies to improve accuracy:

1.	 Use statistics to your advantage. In the back half of the test, avoid the C/H column. 

2.	 Column count to even out. Try to get the same number of answers for each letter 
option by dropping random guesses into the emptiest column.




